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those therefore who are conspicuous in the active part, love
and all the feelings of friendship attend. Again, all feel
greater love for what they have acquired with labour; as
those, who have acquired their money, love it more than
those who have inherited it. Now to receive favours seems
to be without labour j but to confer theni is laborious. For
this reason also mothers are more fond of their children ; for
the bringing them forth is more painful., and they feel more
convinced that they are their own. The same also would seern
peculiarly to belong to those., who have conferred favours.

CHAR VIII.

Whether a man should love himself most: mistakes have arisen
from riot distinguishing between proper and improper self-love.
Why a good man must love himself most.

1.  Bur there is a difficulty, whether a man should love
himself most, or another: for we are apt to censure those,
who like themselves best;. and as if it were disgraceful, we call
them selfish.    The bad man also seems to do every thing for
his own sake; and the more so, in proportion to his wicked-
ness.    They therefore complain of him, as if he did nothing
foreign from his own interest: but the good man acts from
honourable motives, and by how much the better he is, so
much the more does he act from honourable motives, and
for his friend's sake; but he passes over his own interest.

2,  But facts are at variance with these remarks, and that
not unreasonably: for it is a common saying, that a man
should love his greatest friend best; but he is the greatest
friend, who wishes the other person good for that person's
sake, and even if nobody knows it: but this and every other
feeling, by which a friend is defined, exists in a man most
of all towards himself; for we have stated, that from himself